
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. (Romans 11:P36, ESV)

We all love a good story! From the cradle to the grave, stories have a 
way of lifting us out of the humdrum of life and transporting us into another 
world, whether real or imaginary. 

“Coming of Age” stories are some of my favorites: a first kiss, a first 
heartbreak, a first fight, a first sub-seventy round, a first set of clubs, or a 
first run-in with the law—you’ve got to love them!

About the only thing better than a “coming of age” story is a great golf 
story! Most of us could sit for hours listening to tales of Bobby Jones, Ben 
Hogan, or Moe Norman. 

Some of the best stories come from the men I play golf with. Our six or 
seven decades’ journeys around the sun are filled with tales that are often 
hilarious, frequently poignant, and sometimes deeply personal.   

 
Recently, one of the guys shared a story about a grade school fight—one 

that he lost. A close friend jokingly said, “That’s the first story I’ve ever 
heard you tell where you are not the hero.” 

The person receiving the good-natured teasing can dish it out and handle 
it just as well. We all had a good laugh at his expense! But beneath our 
laughter, I got the clear impression that we knew he could say that about 
any of us. We all have a bit of narcissism inside us, don’t we? 

In the strictest sense, only Jesus Christ lived a perfectly sinless life free 
from the taint of self-promotion. Known as the “impeccability of Christ,” this 
is, in every sense of the word, an extraordinary claim. 

Everyone has personal, family, cultural, and cosmic stories running 
through their minds that shape how they perceive themselves, act, and 
think about the world. And, naturally, we see ourselves as the main 
character in that story.   

But, in truth, we only have a bit part! Or, said a tad more stridently, 
“We didn’t get the lead role!” Which is not to say our role in the story is 
insignificant. Every great story needs a ‘cast of characters.’

READING: Romans 11:36; Colossians 1:15-20;
Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation 5:1-10.

1. Take a moment, go around the table, tell and enjoy a great golf story with one 
another.  

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________   

2. As you ponder these texts and the centrality of Christ Jesus as the hero of the story, 
what does this cause you to think and feel?

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________  

 3. Application: What needs to happen that will move us from thinking we are 
the protagonist of the story to playing a more minor but significant role in the 
story?        

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________

   _____________________________________________________________     
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Stories Tales of Transformation 
Randy Putnam

If you’re interested in a good story, listen to Randy Putnam’s in today’s 
video. Randy is a member at L.A.C.C., the host site of the 2023 U.S. Open. 

Many years ago, Randy experienced a life-changing encounter with 
Jesus. During a real-time ski accident, he called out, and Jesus responded. 
His life was forever transformed. Fifty years later, Randy still shines with a 
life devoted to his Savior and his family.

If the Scriptures teach us anything, they show us that the marquee in front 
of the theater of life has Jesus Christ as the hero of the story—he, and he 
alone, gets top billing! History truly is ‘His-story!’

When we see Jesus as the Son of God, the Savior of the world, and the 
one around whom we should circumnavigate our lives, everything shifts—
everything begins to find its place in the ‘true story of the world.’

Prayer: Jesus! Empower us to  see and believe that the big story of 
life is only rightly understood and lived when we acknowledge with 
Paul: “For from him and through him and to him are all things.”


