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Links Players

But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to
appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and
to those in which | will appear to you,.... (Acts 26:16, ESV)

Of all the shots, tournaments, episodes, and interviews in Tiger’s life—and
countless moments in his career are worth remembering—an early interview
in 1996 with Curtis Strange seems to capture what would unfold over the next
three decades.

In fairness to Curtis, he had no way of knowing the meteoric rise of
arguably the best golfer, perhaps, ever. In this interview, Curtis asked Tiger,
what would be a successful week in Milwaukee?” Tiger’s response was “four
good rounds” and “winning.” Curtis then mildly chastised him for being “cocky.”

With twenty-seven years of hindsight, we can forgive Curtis for mocking
Tiger with his final comment, “...you’ll learn....” Along with Curtis, we would
soon learn this: when Tiger arrived at a tournament, he came to win. He had a
singular purpose.

We could all have substantive debates surrounding what made Tiger
the best of his generation. Whatever trait gets the most ballots, his sense of
purpose to win would be somewhere near the top!

Sadly, so many people walk aimlessly in life. Living with a purpose is at
the heart of all human longing. Finding that purpose is an altogether different
matter. Soren Kierkegaard was insightful when he wrote, “What matters is to
find a purpose ... to find a truth which is truth for me, to find the idea for which |
am willing to live and die.”

Kierkegaard’s point is not that truth is relative to individuals, but that “big-T-
Truth” is found only in Jesus Christ’s plans and purposes for history. Finding our
specific place in those larger purposes—that purpose for which Christ created
you—a purpose for which you are willing to “live and die” is essential if we are
to live a meaningful life.

One author said, “God created you on purpose and for a purpose.” Finding
your purpose should be the governing pursuit of your life. Attempting to live a
purposeful life apart from the overarching purposes of God in this world makes

as much sense as a fish determined to find life outside of water.

In today’s text, the apostle Paul, a man determined to wipe Christianity
off the map, found the reason for his existence when the Christ of Christianity
made himself and his purposes known to him.

None of us are called to be an apostle as Paul was, but all of us, like King
David, are called to “serve the purposes of God in our generation....” (Acts
13:36).

For those who struggle to know God’s plan for your life, begin by praying
and asking Jesus to align your life with his purposes and to open your heart to
your place in his plans!

Prayer: Jesus, show me the road you have called me to travel!

READING - Acts 26:12-18; Psalm 25: 1-5; Proverbs 19:21; Romans 8:28.

1. Do you bring the same mindset to every round you play, or do you treat some
as practice or casual rounds, while for other rounds, your focus is in “tournament
mode?” How does your purpose affect your performance, enjoyment, and outcome?

2. In today’s suggested reading, what do we learn that can assist us in living a life of
purpose?

3. Application question- In what ways have you struggled to find purpose and
significance in life? In that struggle to find your purpose(s), what remedies have you
discovered that might help others?




