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Links Players

A Player’s Journey - A Golfing Pilgrim’s Progress

Where have you gotten all these wise sayings? Whose spirit speaks through you?
(Job 26:4)

Is anything better than a golf trip to an exotic location with a best friend?

Such trips are so dear to me that | have just finished writing a novel on that very
subject. Player’s Progress (www.playersprogress.com) is about two golfing pilgrims
who make their way to the greatest course in the world- a place where wisdom and
treasures may be found.

The ideas for the book started percolating in my mind long ago when Titleist developed
the revolutionary ProV1 golf ball in the early 2000’s.

| wondered, “ProV1. What a great abbreviation for Proverbs, the epic book of wisdom.’
My mind began to imagine Lucas Friend and Paul “ProV” Player as best friends on a
journey. The older Lucas would help the younger ProV, a man who had lost his game,
his family, and his senses.

| then imagined a golf course with each hole named for one of the themes in Proverbs.
The pilgrims’ trip around the old Scottish links would be pedagogical, meaning an
opportunity to learn.

| was also inspired by John Bunyan’s 1678 allegorical novel, Pilgrim’s Progress.
Hopefully you read this classic in school.

A 1929 golf book, Ida Broke, had a funny chapter entitled “A Golfing Pilgrim’s Progress”,
which started:

“Someday | intend to write a Golfing Pilgrim’s Progress---

Telling how the Golfing Pilgrim set out to reach the Celestial City of Par over
a course called Difficulty.

Describing his trouble on the first where he dubbed his tee shot into a creek

known as The Slough of Despond...”
| smiled and knew that | was not the first crazy person who decided to write “a Golfing’s
Pilgrims’ Progress”.

But | knew that a study of the Proverbs was not enough for these golfing pilgrims. The
great book of wisdom provides principles and quotable gems, but these ageless words

are meaningless without the power of the Holy Spirit. So, any search for wisdom would
include a caddie named Hollie Spiritos—indeed, the Holy Spirit.

As | have studied this idea of wisdom, | think there is one main ingredient. It seems to
take Time.

Time to grow old. Time to make mistakes. Time to read. Time to learn from sages of
the past. Time to heal. Time to think. Time to remember.

Wisdom takes time. | am now retired, so | had time to finally finish my novel. | hope you
have time to read it. | hope you find Wisdom.

Prayer: God, thank you for giving me Time to find Wisdom. | will seek You today.
Amen.

READING - Proverbs 4:5-11; Job 28:12-28; | Corinthians 1:21-30

OPENING QUESTIONS: Tell about your greatest ‘golf trip” ever

1. Proverbs 4:5-11- Why do you think wisdom is referred to in the female gender in
Proverbs?

2. Job 28:12-28 — What does it mean to say the ‘fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom’?

3. | Corinthians 1:21-30- Christ is wisdom. What does that mean for you today?




