ANSWERS FOR BOARDS
AND OTHER DECISION
MAKERS

Where and when do Links Fellowships typi-
cally meet at a club?

Fellowships meet in many places: card rooms,
locker rooms, dining rooms, board rooms. They
frequently meet in the early morning when few
others are around, but some also meet at lunch
time because of the availability of food.

Are Links Fellowships religious groups?
While Fellowships study and discuss the Bible,
giving them a Christian perspective, they are
not normally affiliated with any one church
or denomination. They are more relaxed than

religious.

Will other members feel uncomfortable about
a Fellowship meeting in a club?

Honestly, some people do. But far more com-
monly, because the Fellowships often meet in
private rooms and have a positive impact on the
club, people receive Fellowships quite positively.

If Links Fellowships are Christian in their
approach, what about those of other religions
who come to us and want to meet with their
groups?

Other faiths do not commonly have avenues for
informal gathering of lay people around their
scriptures, so we are unaware of similar groups
asking for a presence in their club this way. Cer-
tainly, though, consideration should be given to
them should they ask.

WHAT IS
LINKS PLAYERS?

In 1980, several members who attended the
weekly PGA Tour chapel began looking for ways
to connect with golf fans through their faith.
They initiated a bi-monthly newsletter in which
they told their own stories, then eventually they
began encouraging men and women to start
local studies and discussion groups at their home
clubs. These became Links Fellowships, support-
ed by the 501c3 nonprofit organization that is
Links Players.

Today, Links Players provides numerous online
and print resources, including feature articles
about tour players, caddies, broadcasters, and
writers. More than 6,000 readers receive our
daily devotional by email. More than this, we
provide training materials for the leaders of
Links Fellowships and study guides for their
participants.

Across the United States, more than 200 Fel-
lowships engage 2,000-3,000 golfers in weekly
study and conversation, encouraging partici-
pants to integrate the lessons of faith into all are-
nas of their lives. These groups are often started
because a golfer visits a Fellowship at another
club and says, “I'd love to see something like this
where 'm a member.” Then a minimum of three
people agree to share the leadership and get the
Fellowship started.

To see more about who we are, visit us soon at
linksplayers.com.
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INCREASING MEMBERS’
SENSE OF COMMUNITY

Every club depends on the recurring income of its
members. Happy members are long-term mem-
bers.

Because good managers and boards understand
this principle, they make an effort to create offer-
ings that increase the club’s value for members
and their families. This includes care of the course
but also delicious food in the restaurant and spe-
cial amenities like a gym, a pool, pickleball courts,
and car washes in the parking lot. All of these are
nice, but what keeps many members around is

a sense of personal connection with other mem-
bers. They want to enjoy the community.

Local Links Fellowships provide an extra layer of
connection, as members meet regularly (usually
weekly) for study, conversation, and prayer. They
encourage one another toward integrity and
excellence in their households and businesses. As
the members find transcendent worth in what
they are learning, they commit more firmly to the

group and thus to the club.

GENERATING INCOME
FOR THE CLUB

Most clubs look for added income from wed-

dings and parties or meetings of service clubs
and other local groups. When these events
become repeatable, they provide income the club

can count on.

Links Fellowships, though often smaller than
parties or other groups, are made up of mem-
bers and bring a recurring presence every week.
They order food and interact positively with the
club’s staff. Additionally, as a group they typically
bring golf days and events to the club; individu-
ally, Fellowship participants frequently welcome
guests because they have a deeper stake in the
club. In some areas, members also work with the
club to create home-and-home golf days with
Fellowships from other clubs, which generates
guest income for the club.

Links Fellowships are completely free to the
participants, so there’s no need for them to hold
back when it comes to helping the club.

INTERVENING FOR
THOSE IN NEED

One of the hallmarks of Links Fellowships

is generosity. Among our five tenets is Kindle
compassion for the poor and needy. Through
the years we have seen this happen both in and
around the clubs where we are active.

At Christmas, some Fellowship leaders will
approach club managers about needs among

the staff, then take up a collection to provide a
boost where there are extra needs. But this also
happens throughout the year, where Fellowships
have intervened to help staff members who have
been diagnosed with a serious illness or lost
their home to disaster.

Links Fellowships often reach beyond the walls
of the club too, making an impact on the lo-
cal community. In cities and regions, we have

U" #W partnered with the

j local Rescue Mission to
‘ provide holiday meals
or the Salvation Army
to deliver coats for the
winter. This is a great
way for all members
to be welcomed into
supporting the com-
munity, and it reflects well on the club that is
doing the giving. In these broader outreaches, it
is also possible for Links Players, the nonprof-
it entity behind Links Fellowships, to provide
donor receipts for tax deductions for those who
participate.



