
Opening questions Do you think of pleasing others when you are 
playing golf? If so, does that hurt your ability to compete? Have you 
ever thought of pleasing God on the golf course?

READING John 8:21-30; Colossians 1:9-12; 1 Thessalonians 2:2-5

Comparisons (John 8)
Who was Jesus talking to in John 8? What kinds of comparisons did he 
make between himself and those listening? Jesus said, “I always do the 
things that are pleasing to him.” Can you name some of those things?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Knowing God’s will (Colossians 1)
What was Paul’s prayer for the Colossians (v. 9)? What were the results he 
expected them to experience as a result of “being filled with knowledge and 
understanding”? What does “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord” mean?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

‘So we speak’ (1 Thessalonians 2)
Have you been tempted to speak to please men rather than God? How 
does God know our words are genuine? Paul says speech can be used for 
flattery or as a pretext for greed. Why are those not pleasing to God?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

W
rit

te
n 

by
 L

ew
is

 G
re

er
 ©

20
20

 L
in

ks
 P

la
ye

rs
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l. 

A
n 

in
tro

du
ct

or
y 

vi
de

o 
fo

r t
hi

s s
tu

dy
 is

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
he

re
: h

ttp
s:

//y
ou

tu
.b

e/
fu

_8
eQ

o_
iG

A

WHY AM I HERE? 3: PLEASING GOD
“And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the 
things that are pleasing to him.” (John 8:29, ESV)

Dame Laura Davies is in the World Golf Hall of Fame. With six majors, the 
record for the most Solheim Cup appearances (12) and points (25), along with 

many other remarkable achievements, her selection was about as easy as it gets.

And of course being named a Dame Commander of the British Empire is not 
something every female golfer from England can claim. (Do not search the web 
for “English golfers who are Dames” to try to find others.) Dame Laura was also 
the recipient of the ASAP Sports/Jim Murray Award, which recognizes a golfer for 
“cooperation, quotability and accommodation with the media.”

When she was asked by David Feherty why she was so accessible and approachable, 
she honored her mother, stepdad, and father for raising her to be polite. In other 
words, she wanted to please them not just with her golf, but with her behavior.

All good parents love to be pleased by their children, and that includes our Father 
in heaven. All good and loving children want to please their parents, and Jesus was 
no exception, as you can see from today’s verse. In letters to both churches and 
individuals, Paul encouraged actions that pleased God. That encourages us as well.

Pleasing God, or desiring to please God, is a natural byproduct of loving God. Just 
think of people you love and how much you want to please them. You care about 
what they think, what they like, and you find joy in their pleasure. So you learn 
about their likes and even about their dislikes. Simply thinking about how they’ll be 
pleased by your actions pleases you.

Too seldom, perhaps, do we think of being pleasing to God. Our prayers are filled 
with supplication and lack adoration, our offerings are given with gratitude but not 
with the joy of pleasing God. When we talk, we are often conscious of whether or 
not our words would please those around us, but we forget that God is listening.

How do we go about pleasing God with our lives? While it does grow out of love, 
it also takes study and practice and testing. Just as I had to learn what pleased my 
earthly father, so it is with my heavenly Father. Fortunately our heavenly Father sent 
along prophets and a book and Jesus to help us—plus one other incredible resource 
for learning how to please God: each other. Learn, then act. God will be pleased.
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