
Opening questions Have you ever made an effort to add more power 
to your game? How did you go about it? What were the results? • What 
degree of confidence do you have that the Spirit of God is working in 
your life?

READING Romans 1:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3-4; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Power in the gospel (Romans 1)
How does the power resident in the gospel (the good news of what Jesus 
has done for us) provide salvation?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Beyond the power (2 Peter 1)
What results arise from God’s power? How is each of these greatly advanta-
geous to those who believe?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Weakness and power (2 Corinthians 12)
What are we to make of Paul’s antithetical reasoning here? Does this make 
a difference in the way you go after getting power?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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PRAYING FOR BETTER 6: POWER
...being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might that you may 
have endurance and patience. (Colossians 1:11, NIV)

Worldly power comes in many forms. On this day, December 7, we are 
reminded of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, which was meant to engage the 

United States, power vs. power. This is the way of all wars: Who can demonstrate 
the greater power?

On a tamer scale, we see the same phenomenon in sports. The Olympic motto, 
Citius, Altius, Fortius, is translated Faster, Higher, Stronger. All are representative 
forms of power. So maybe golf does fit right back into the Olympic Games, for we 
know that in our sport, men and women both are hitting the ball with greater speed, 
higher trajectories, and stronger thrust. It all adds up to power, as seen both in the 
apex of a ball’s trajectory and the overall distance the ball is traveling.

And yet even that ball, struck with such great power, returns to earth, where finesse 
must complete the task of getting the ball in the hole. There will always be limits to 
worldly power.

In Scripture, we find ourselves weighing God’s teaching on power. Paul wrote 
to the Colossians that he prayed for them to be “strengthened with all power.” 
But elsewhere, we find the prophet Zechariah delivering the words of God to 
Zerubbabel, who was tasked with leading the work on restoring the temple of the 
Lord: “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).

What we unpack in juxtaposing these passages is that God’s Word establishes a 
clear difference between the power of the Spirit working in us and demonstrations 
of earthly power. Zechariah went on in his prophecy with these words from the 
Lord: “The hands of Zerubabbel have laid the foundation of this temple; his 
hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent 
me to you.” So just as Paul noted hundreds of years later, God’s power produces 
endurance.

Earthly strength brings endurance, too. Indeed, a fourth component of the Olympic 
motto might be Farther. But eventually, as with the flying golf ball, that power will 
wane. God’s glorious power goes on without dissipation. You can flex your muscle, 
but soon you’ll have to release that wearying contraction. In the Spirit, you can 
hang on for good.
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