Links Players

STREET WISE 5: GOLF IN HEAVEN

“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be them and be their God.” (Revelation 21:3, NIV)

ONE OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE GOLF CONVERSATIONS you can have if you are an
enthusiast of the game centers around best holes you’ve ever played. Sitting
around the table after 18 holes, someone might ask, “OK, what’s the best first hole
in the area?” And the chatter goes on from there. An hour later, with all the back-
and-forth completed, you’ve put together the dream course you’d build if you could
move all those great holes to one location.

Heaven is this very thing in many people’s minds: a dream. It’s an assemblage of
all that is good about earth, from fine meals to dear friends to long walks on the
beach to birdies on golf’s most glorious holes. Call it life’s greatest hits, if you will.

But what if this is only a myth? What if heaven is something entirely different,
maybe even something we’d never choose? Is it OK to want to stay here, soaking
up what we enjoy most, even if there’s the occasional downer added to the mix?

These are fair questions. Many quality people have opined that they would not want
an existence where all they did for eternity was sing worship choruses with the
angelic choir. But quality people want to be right, and they’re looking for the truth
about heaven just like the rest of us. So we ask, what’s in store for eternity?

The writers of Scripture, as led by the Holy Spirit, do not give us a detailed picture
of heaven’s daily activities. You may even be surprised to discover that where we
will live into eternity is not in heaven after all, but on a new earth—which may lead
us to a whole other set of questions about the life to come. But there are certainly
answers to be found. Here are a few:

» Heaven and earth will be different than what we see before us. (Rev. 21:1)

* Our eternal home will be beautiful. (Rev. 21:10-11)

* Our own existence will be renewed, with new bodies free from sin and
disease. (1 Cor. 15:42-44; Rev. 21:4)

* God’s glory will be undeniable and ever-revered. (Rev. 4:6-11)

We cannot know every detail of heaven from this side of eternity. But we can
trust that the glorious glimpses we are given in Scripture point to something far
outstretching earth’s greatest hits. We can count on glory and wonder and awe.
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Opening questions What is your favorite first hole among all those
you've played? How about your favorite closing hole? « What is some-
thing you are looking forward to in eternity?

READING 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; John 14:1-3; Revelation 21:1-22:6

Joining Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4)

How is it that we will join Jesus as those who are in Christ? How long will
we then be with him? How are these words an encouragement to you
today?

Trusting for eternity (John 14)

In this context, how does Jesus use the promise of eternity with him to
encourage his hearers? What level of trust would you say you have for the
promise of spending eternity with Jesus?

Previews of eternal life (Revelation 21-22)

What are some details that excite you about the new heaven and the new
earth as you read them here? What will the relationship be between God
and his people throughout eternity?




