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A SPECIAL SESSION LOOKING AT SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP

What is the best way to more deeply know and understand the Bible?
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

1 Corinthians 2:9-12 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what 
no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” (Isaiah 64:4)—the 
things God has prepared for those who love him—10 these are the things God 
has revealed to us by his Spirit.
   The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.

How can I make certain that I am doing the will of God?
Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers.’”

Psalm 119:9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word.

John 14:23-24 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching...  24 Anyone who does not love me will 
not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.”

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pat-
tern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Mark 14:35-36 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from 
him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what 
you will.”

How can I know what my next step is?
Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks 
to God, just as he had done before.
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Mark 1:35-39 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a soli-
tary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him 37 and when they found him, they 
exclaimed, “Everyone is looking for you!”
   38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. This is why I have 
come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

How can I balance being ‘in the world’ but not ‘of the world?’
John 17:14-16 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 
than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.

Romans 12:14-21 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
   17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far 
as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
   “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
      if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
   21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as 
many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under 
the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I be-
came like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those 
not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by 
all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

1 Corinthians 10:23-24 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the 
right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. 24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of 
others.

What effect do sin and insecurity have on my effectiveness as a follower of Jesus?
1 John 1:8-10 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not 
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.

Romans 8:1-9 1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
   5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in ac-
cordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, 
but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
   9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives 



in you.

2 Peter 1:5-9 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 
and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will 
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does 
not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.

How do I know I am ready to talk about the Bible? to be a teacher of the Bible?
2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence 
comes from God.

1 Corinthians 1:5-6 For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowl-
edge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you.

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demon-
stration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.

Luke 12:11-12 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will 
defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

1 Peter 3:15-16 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slan-
der.

What is the difference between a calling and a gifting?
Matthew 22:14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

2 Peter 1:10-11 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if 
you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 4:1-6 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.

1 Cor 12:4-11 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work.
   7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through 
the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another proph-
ecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another 
the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each 
one, just as he determines.


