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'— Who we are in Christ as his people '— What we do in Christ as his disciples

PHILIPPIANS 3

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to
bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so

that they will be like his glorious body,

PHILIPPIANS 4

1 T}'lerefore, my brothers ;'md élsters, you \jvhor.n I love and lc?ng for, %_ Stand firm in the Lord (v. 1)
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same Avoid personal contentions
mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these (v. 2)

women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gos-
pel, along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names
are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! ®_ Rejoice in the Lord (v. 4)

“According to Paul, when believers manifest true joy in the midst of difficult circumstances, it's a sure
sign of the Holy Spirit's power. Of course, we are to weep with those who weep, and it is natural to
be sorrowful over our sin and the graphic effects of sinfulness all around us. But the inhabiting emo-
tional posture in the life of the believer should always be joy.” -R.C. Sproul

5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. @_ Be gentle, remembering the
God is near (v. 5)

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer @_ Do not be anxious (v. 6)
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your @_ Give all to God in prayer (v. 6)

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

“People sometimes say that one shouldn’t bother God about trivial requests (fine weather for the
church picnic; a parking space on a busy street; but, though of course our intercessions should normal-
ly focus on serious and major matters, we note that Paul says we should ask God about every area

of life. If it matters to you, it matters to God. Prayer like that will mean that God’s peace—not a
Stoic lack of concern, but a deep peace in the middle of life’s problems and storms—will keep guard
around your heart and mind, like a squadron of soldiers looking after a treasure chest.” -Tom Wright

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,



whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is .
Think excellently (v. 8)

admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such

things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or
Practice what you have been

taught (v. 9)

seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with

yOU.

10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern
for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to

show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned
to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 [ know what it is to be in Learn contentment (v. 11)
need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of

being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,

Strengthened by God (v. 13)
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whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him

who gives me strength.

14Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as

you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the

gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with

me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even

when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I Store up treasures in heaven by
was in need. 17 Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more @_ being generous with one an-

other (vv. 14-19, cf. Matthew
more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 6:19-24)

be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and have

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an ac-
ceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your

needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

MATTHEW 6

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where

thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes
are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that

darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

PHILIPPIANS 4

20 To our God and Father be g]ory for ever and ever. Amen.

Greet and bless one another in

Christ (vv. 21-23)

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who
are with me send greetings. 22 All God’s people here send you greet- @_

ings, especially those who belong to Caesar’s household.

23The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.



