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'— Who we are in Christ as his people '— What we do in Christ as his disciples

ACTS 16
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy

Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 Dur-
ing the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called

us to preach the gospel to them.

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis.
12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we

stayed there several days.

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat
down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the
city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to re-
spond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home.

“If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.

PHILIPPIANS 1

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the
overseers and deacons:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for
all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he )
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the Being completed (v. 6)

day of Christ Jesus.

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in

my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the
Demonstrate affection for one

gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how
another in Christ (v. 8)

I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Show love with abundant

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and insight (v. 9)

knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern

what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, Discern what is best (v. 10)
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11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus



Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has hap-
pened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result,
it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to every-
one else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains,
most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord

and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others
out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble
for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The impor-
tant thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true,

Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your
prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has hap-
pened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and
hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage
so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by
life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If
['am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.
Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two:
I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it
is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of
this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with

you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.

2 CORINTHIANS 1

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about
you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,
striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being
frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them
that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only

to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going

through the same struggle you saw [ had, and now hear that I still have.

8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the prov-

ince of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself.
9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves
but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again.
On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many

will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.

Be pure, blameless, and fruitful
in righteousness (vv. 10-11)

e_ Pleased that the message of
Christ is preached (v. 18)

Desirous of being with Jesus

(v. 21)

G_ Conduct yourself in a manner

worthy of the gospel (v. 27)

0_ Strive as one for the faith of
the gospel (v. 27)

6_ Take suffering as a grant on
behalf Christ (v. 29)



