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1 TIMOTHY 6
1 All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters 
worthy of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not 
be slandered. 2 Those who have believing masters should not show 
them disrespect just because they are fellow believers. Instead, they 
should serve them even better because their masters are dear to them 
as fellow believers and are devoted to the welfare of their slaves.

These are the things you are to teach and insist on. 3 If anyone teaches 
otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Je-
sus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand 
nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels 
about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 
5 and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have 
been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to 
financial gain.

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we 
have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the 

Leaders encourage respect for 
others, even in the midst of 
diffi cult relationships

Leaders insist on godly
teaching and call out
falsehood 

Leaders pair godliness
and contentment 

LUKE 12 
   13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
   14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch 
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
   16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
   18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and 
be merry.”’
   20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 
you have prepared for yourself?’
   21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”



good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of 
Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or 
blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will 
bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who 
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him 
be honor and might forever. Amen.

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be ar-
rogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 
put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, 
and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay 
up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so 
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away 
from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called 
knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in so doing have de-
parted from the faith.

Grace be with you all.
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DEUTERONOMY 15
7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the LORD your God is giving you, do 
not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. 8 Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need... 
10 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless 
you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

“The titans of philanthropy will be remembered for giving to good causes; Gospel Patrons 
will be remembered for giving to eternal ones. Where philanthropists aim to nourish people’s 
bodies and train their minds, Gospel Patrons prioritize people’s souls. Gospel Patrons treat 
symptoms, but ultimately they go after the disease.” - John Rinehart

“I have never had anyone, not one person, ask me to pray about and give guidance in how 
best to handle their investments. That’s remarkable when you think about it. It is unmistak-
ably clear that mammon and God are in a pitched battle. Where our treasures are, there 
our hearts are also. If there is one area in which I would have expected my pastoral counsel 
would be much sought and highly prized, it’s in the matter of money—how best to be a stew-
ard and a giver of it, how to keep our lives free from the love of it. But it’s simply not so.
   Yet I have had many come to me asking for my prayers, thoughts, comfort, and direction—
to mediate the presence of Christ, to help them know the mind of Christ—as they’ve face 
bankruptcy.” - Mark Buchanan



 Four Threads of Giving 
GIVE IN FAITH, KNOWING THAT GOD IS THE PROVIDER
Old Testament - Deuteronomy 8:16-18  He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors 
had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. You may say to yourself, “My 
power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is 
he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it 
is today.
New Testament - James 4:1-3  What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires 
that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you 
quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

GIVE IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD
Old Testament - Leviticus 7:11-12  “‘These are the regulations for the fellowship offering anyone may present to 
the LORD: If they offer it as an expression of thankfulness, then along with this thank offering they are to offer thick 
loaves made without yeast and with olive oil mixed in, thin loaves made without yeast and brushed with oil, and 
thick loaves of the finest flour well-kneaded and with oil mixed in. Along with their fellowship offering of thanksgiv-
ing they are to present an offering with thick loaves of bread made with yeast. They are to bring one of each kind as 
an offering, a contribution to the LORD.’”
New Testament - 1 Thessalonians 5:18  Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.

GIVE TO PROVIDE FOR MINISTERS
Old Testament - Leviticus 7:35-36  This is the portion of the food offerings presented to the LORD that were 
allotted to Aaron and his sons on the day they were presented to serve the LORD as priests. On the day they were 
anointed, the LORD commanded that the Israelites give this to them as their perpetual share for the generations to 
come.
New Testament - Matthew 10:9-10  “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—no 
bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep.”

GIVE OUT OF GENEROSITY AND CARE FOR THE POOR
Old Testament - Deuteronomy 24:12-13, 21-22  If [make a loan to a] neighbor is poor, do not go to sleep with 
their pledge in your possession. Return their cloak by sunset so that your neighbor may sleep in it. Then they will 
thank you, and it will be regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the LORD your God... When you harvest the 
grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the 
widow. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this.
New Testament - 2 Corinthians 8:1-4  And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that 
God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 
ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
people.


