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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT DEATH, RESURRECTION, AND ETERNAL LIFE

JOHN 5 - ETERNAL LIFE COMES FROM CHRIST
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will 

not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now 
come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man.”

•   •   •

ROMANS 14 - THE LORD OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD
7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for 
the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this 
very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.

1 CORINTHIANS 15 - OUR HOPE COMES THROUGH THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are 
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the 
dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ 
has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the 
Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

1 CORINTHIANS 15 - PERISHABLE AND IMPERISHABLE BODIES
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 36 How 

foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that 
will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has deter-
mined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of 
flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are 
earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is 
another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from 
star in splendor.

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imper-
ishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is 



sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became 

a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and 
after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was 
the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are of 
heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heav-
enly man.

50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we 
will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself 
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 PETER 1 - THE RESURRECTION AND HEAVEN
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by 
God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 THESSALONIANS 4 - ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER WITH OUR HOPE
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 

you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According 
to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.

REVELATION 20 - JUDGMENT AND DEATH
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from 

his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged 
according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and 
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they 
had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.
15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.



1 CORINTHIANS 3 - THE QUALITY OF OUR WORK
10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on 

it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the 
builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even 
though only as one escaping through the flames.

JAMES 1 - THE CROWN OF LIFE
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 

the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

(Other crowns: Crown of Victory - 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Crown of Rejoicing - 1 Thessalonians 
2:17-19; Crown of Glory - 1 Peter 5:4; Crown of Righteousness - 2 Timothy 4:7-8. Laying down 
of crowns: Revelation 4:1-11)

REVELATION 21 - A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.”

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I 
will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all 
this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be 
consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

•   •   •

PSALM 16 - INTO ETERNITY
9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
10 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
    nor will you let your faithful one see decay.
11 You make known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.


