
Visalia Country Club Special Study (Part 1) • April 8, 2015

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT DEATH, RESURRECTION, AND ETERNAL LIFE

LUKE 12 - ARE WE READY TO DIE?
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 

store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will 
get what you have prepared for yourself?’

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

•   •   •

GENESIS 2 - THE COMMAND AND THE CONSEQUENCE
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And 

the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

GENESIS 3 - RETURNING TO DUST
19 “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were 
taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

GENESIS 50 - HONORING THE DEAD
1 Joseph threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 2 Then Joseph directed the physi-

cians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the physicians embalmed him, 3 taking a full forty days, 
for that was the time required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days.

4 When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s court, “If I have found favor in your 
eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 5 ‘My father made me swear an oath and said, “I am about to die; 
bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up and bury my father; then I 
will return.’”

6 Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do.”

PSALM 139 - THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD
7 Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths (sheol), you are there.

1 SAMUEL 28 - A LOOK INTO ‘THE BEYOND’
16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now that the LORD has departed from you and become your 

enemy? 17 The LORD has done what he predicted through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom out of your 
hands and given it to one of your neighbors—to David. 18 Because you did not obey the LORD or carry out 



his fierce wrath against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 19 The LORD will deliver both 
Israel and you into the hands of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The LORD 
will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.”

LUKE 16 - A LOOK INTO ‘THE BEYOND,’ PART 2
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At 

his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich 
man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also 
died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 
Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’

25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, be-
tween us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, 
nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 

someone rises from the dead.’”

LUKE 23 - JOINING JESUS IN PARADISE
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and 

us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sen-

tence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

LUKE 12 - FEAR THE ONE WHO HOLDS YOUR ETERNAL DESTINY
4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 

5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to 
throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”

JOHN 11 - JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 

they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”



27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.”

PHILIPPIANS 1 - LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.

2 CORINTHIANS 5 - EARTHLY TENTS
1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our 
heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this 
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with 
our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned 
us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home 
in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

HEBREWS 12 - DEATH IS NOT THE END
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured 
such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

HEBREWS 9 - CHRIST OVERCOMES THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN
27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once 
to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 
those who are waiting for him.

•   •   •

JOHN 3 - LOVED INTO ETERNAL LIFE
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.


